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state after the second Punic war and the capture of Syracuse.
Here, just as in Italy, there were ancient Greek cities, and the
population stood on a far higher level of culture than in
western Sicily. Yet the Romans were unwilling to depart
from the lines they had once laid down. Those Greek cities
which had been in alliance with Rome before, continued to
be allies, and were in the same position as, for instance,
Massilia and Saguntum ; but all the rest of the island became >
a Roman province. Such a settlement was suggested by the
fact that for nearly half a century this part had not been
governed as a group of independent city-states, but like the
territory of a Hellenistic monarchy, with Syracuse for a capital.
The tyrant of Syracuse regarded the inhabitants as his sub-
jects, and bound to pay him a tithe on the produce of their
land, a tax on their cattle, and profits from trade and industry.
Yet, when these subjects lived in cities, or on land which
formed the appanage of individual cities, they were permitted
to have local government with magistrates, councils, and
popular assemblies of their own. The tyrant used these local
authorities for the collection of the taxes due to him from
the inhabitants of the city and land belonging to it. Hiero
kept under his own immediate authority lands not belonging
to particular cities but with a native population engaged in
agriculture and cattle-breeding. The taxes due from these
were collected by his own officials.

These relations between government and the people re-,
mained unchanged.   The Roman people took Hiero's place,"
and the Sicilians,  except the inhabitants of allied cities,]
became its subjects.   The praetor and his financial assistant,!
the quaestor,  acting in the name of the Roman people,
exercised full power, military, administrative, and judicial,
in the province.   The western part of the island, which had,
become a Roman province after the first Punic war, was
now united to the other half;  and the laws which had been ,
promulgated by Hiero at Syracuse and subsequently con- *
firmed by the Senate and the governors of Sicily were extended
to it also.

From the lines thus laid down Rome never departed : the
other overseas dominions were treated in the same way as
Sicily. Up to the time of their annexation Macedonia and
Asia (formerly the kingdom of Pergamum) had been monarchies
with much the same constitution as Hiero's kingdom in